of 4%, nature travel, also known as ecotourism, is increasing at an estimated annual rate of 10-30%. The Ecotourism Society (TES) of North Bennington, Vermont, was founded in 1990 as a tool for both consumers and ecotourism professionals to help make travel an environmentally responsible activity and to contribute to the conservation of natural resources and the well-being of local people. The organization also fosters a sense of synergy between ecotourism entrepreneurs, researchers, and conservationists. TES is an international nonprofit organization with over 1,700 members in more than 70 countries.
The TES Web site at http://www.ecotourism.org/ provides visitors with vital facts on ecotourism and tourism in general as well as "nuggets of personal wisdom" acquired by explorers in the field. Visitors can begin by clicking on the Your Travel Choice Makes A Difference link on the home page. This leads to further links that show visitors how to consider travel from a more holistic perspective, teach them about tourism's impact and how tourists can build sustainable economies, and lead them in exploring the world of ecotourism so they can learn how to choose responsible destinations, tours, and accommodations. In addition, the site provides information on how visitors can experience ecotourism with member tour operators and lodges around the globe.
The China has begun construction on a large-scale project to reduce the 700 million tons of untreated wastewater annually flowing into the world's third longest river, the Yangtze, and one of its main tributaries, the Jialing. The pollution has contaminated the river valley in Sichuan Province and threatens the environment of the Three Gorges region, a popular tourist area.
The project, which has a scheduled completion date of 2004, consists of a 92-kilometer-long network of underground pipelines that will collect household wastewater and transport it to two processing plants. The World Bank and the Chinese State Development Bank will provide most of the $310 million cost of the initiative, which is being implemented by Chinese state agencies and the Chongqing municipal government.
Going Public with Chemical Information
To promote public understanding of the health and environmental risks associated with high production volume chemicals, basic health and environmental information on over 2,000 such chemicals is being released through the EPA's HPV Chemical Challenge Program.
The program, part of Vice President Al Gore's Chemical Right-to-Know Initiative, makes available to the public screening-level toxicity data on chemicals produced or imported into the United States in amounts exceeding one million pounds per year. The information has been voluntarily provided by 403 chemical manufacturers. The database established through this program will support a screening-level hazard characterization. 
